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Key Stage 1 – Year 1 

Objectives/sticky Knowledge  

Vocabulary progression  

Locational knowledge 

 I can name and locate the worlds 7 continents. 

 Understand that the world is spherical.  

 Name the seven continents and five oceans of the 

world correctly.  

 Use an atlas to accurately locate the continents and 

oceans of the world. 

 Locate continents, oceans including their own 

continent and country using a world map  

 Know that journeys can be made around the world and 

begin to follow a simple journey line using key 

vocabulary.  

 Locate hot and cold areas of the world.   

 

 I can name and locate the worlds 5 oceans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continent, ocean, sea, world, Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, 

North America, South America, Antarctica, planet, Arctic, 

Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlantic, pacific, indian, arctic and southern oceans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Human and physical geography 

 Identify the seasons in the UK  

 Name weather types in the UK. 

 Identify daily changes in weather.  

 Identify seasonal changes across a year.  

 Recognise weather symbols.  

 Explain some dangers of the weather.  

 Make observations about the weather in the UK. 

 

 I can locate hot and cold areas in the world  

 I can locate the equator, north and south poles 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 I can plot continents on a world map 

 I can plot oceans of the world on a map.  

 I use directional language. 

 I can use a key of a map to locate features.  

 I can draw a map of the school and its grounds.  

 I can draw a map of the local area 

 I can identify key features of the local area in a key.  

 I can make observations of the local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter, summer, spring, autumn, hot, cold, stormy, rainy, 

etc, flooding, storms, weather. 

 

 

 

 

North pole, South pole, equator, climate, temperature, 

Celsius, degrees, hot, cold, warm, autumn, winter, summer, 

spring, seasons, tropical climate, dry climate, temperate 

climate, cold climate, polar climate, altitude, pressure, wind 

patterns, latitude, mountains, oceans. 

 

 

 

Continent, ocean, sea, world, Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, 

North America, South America, Antarctica, planet. 

 

near, far, left, right, above, below, close to, directions. 

 

key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, 

farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 

Landmarks, map, key, symbols, icons, motorway, road, 

pedestrian zone, footway, tunnel, train line, river, canal, 

woodland, park, cemetery, hospital, industrial area, school, 

homes, residential area, airport, train station, metro. 

 



Fieldwork, observation, school grounds, (see above) 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 – Year 2 

Objectives/sticky Knowledge 

Vocabulary progression 

Locational knowledge 

 I can name, locate and identify characteristics of 

England.  

 I can name, locate and identify characteristics of 

Scotland.  

 I can name, locate and identify characteristics of 

Wales.  

 I can name, locate and identify characteristics of 

Northern Ireland 

 I can name and locate the seas surrounding the UK 

Place knowledge 

 I can compare England to a non-European country.  

 Understand where China is located in the world 

and find China on a world map or globe.  

 Draw a map of China and locate the capital city, 

some main cities and oceans. 

 Understand what some aspects of Chinese life are 

like. 

 

 

 

United Kingdom (UK), England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales, capital cities, London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast. 

 

Similarities, differences, culture, mountainous, landscape, 

equator, continent. 

 

English Channel, north sea, Irish sea, Atlantic ocean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Bohai sea, Huanghai 

Sea, East China sea, South China sea, London, culture, 

values, food and drink, the arts, traditions, rituals, 

language, Chinese, crops, rice farming, great wall of China, 

Forbidden City, Summer palace, temple of heaven, the Bund, 

hot, cold. 

 



 Compare Beijing with London.  

 Describe the differences and similarities between 

schools in China and the UK.  

 Begin to understand what ‘culture’ means and 

begin to describe aspects of their own culture. 

 Begin to understand some of the types of farming 

in China, particularly how rice is grown.  

 Use an atlas to locate accurately places and 

landmarks in China. 

 I can compare climates in England and China. 

 

Human and physical geography 

 I can identify 5 beaches in the UK. 

 locate their nearest seaside resort on a map and 

begin to locate some seaside resorts of the UK 

 Explain that seaside resorts can be found in the UK 

and worldwide 

 Begin to classify key features of places into ‘natural’ 

and ‘man-made’ 

 Observe aerial photographs of seaside locations to 

recognise basic human and physical features 

 Understand that seaside resorts have changed over 

time and explain some simple features of seaside 

holidays in the past 

 Describe a UK seaside resort (St.Ives, Cornwall) in 

detail using a range of information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seaside, beaches, coast, natural, man made, holidays, past, 

present, St Ives, Cornwall, mainland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Explain how an island is different from the mainland 

and locate some of the main British islands using an 

atlas 

 Visit a seaside resort to carry out fieldwork and 

observations 

 

 I can identify 5 mountainous areas in the UK. 

 I can identify 5 rivers in the UK. 

 I can identify farmland and housing areas in the UK. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 I can plot countries of the UK on a map 

 I can give directional language to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map.  

 Use and follow simple compass directions (NESW) 

 Plan and follow routes on a map using map symbols 

 Ask geographical questions – Where is it? What is 

this place like? How near/far is it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scafell Pike, Snowdon, Ben Nevis, Helvellyn, Scottish 

Highlands. 

River thames, river severn, river trent, river wye, great 

river ouse. 

 

 

 

 

North, south, east, west, route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 2 – Year 3  

Objectives/Sticky Knowledge 

Vocabulary Progression 

 

Locational Knowledge 

 

 I can locate cities in the UK. 

 I can locate counties in the UK. 

 I can locate 10 rivers in the UK 

 I can locate 10 mountainous areas in the UK. 

 I can locate 10 coastlines in the UK. 

 I understand how land in the UK has changed over 

time. 

 

 

 

 

Place Knowledge 

 

 I can compare the UK to another European country. 

 

 

 

Human and Physical Geography 
 

 I can describe and understand types of settlement 

and land use. 

 explain what a settlement is 

 identify important features of a settlement site 

 List the things settlers need from a settlement site 

 Explain that settlements have been built at different 

 

United Kingdom, Manchester, London, Edinburgh etc. 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland. 

River Thames, River Seven, River Trent, River Wye, River 

Great Ouse,  River Mersey, River Tyne etc. 

Slieve Donard, Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis, Pen y Fan, Ben 

Macdui etc. 

Cornwall, Cumbria, Dorset, East Sussex, Essex, Hampshire, 

Isle of Wight. Etc. 

Earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, earth surface, water 

action, wind action, Weathering and erosion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

North pole, South pole, equator, climate, temperature, 

Celsius, degrees, hot, cold, warm, autumn, winter, summer, 

spring, seasons, tropical climate, dry climate, temperate 

climate, cold climate, polar climate, altitude, pressure, wind 

patterns, mountains, oceans. 

 

 

 

 

Forestry, farming, rural, urban, housing, industry.  

 

 



times in history 

 List different types of land use 

 Use a key to identify transport links on maps 

 Use an atlas to find a route between two places 

 Draw a map of a settlement 

 Create a key for a map. 

 

 I can describe and understand volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

 Name the layers that make up the Earth.  

 Name the key parts of a volcano.  

 Show where most volcanoes are found.  

 Explain how to keep safe during an earthquake.  

 Describe a tsunami.  

 Describe the damage caused by a tsunami.  

 Explain how tornadoes form.  

 Describe how scientists collect data about storms. 

 Describe the properties of the Earth’s layers.  

 Explain how a volcano is formed.  

 Describe what happens when a volcano erupts.  

 Describe some risks and benefits of living near a 

volcano.  

 Explain why earthquakes occur.  

 Explain how tsunamis occur.  

 Explain how to keep safe in a tsunami.  

 Explain where tornadoes happen 

 

 I can describe and understand rivers. 

 Use the index in an atlas to find rivers.  

 Describe the place in which the source of a river is 

found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volcano, mantle, crust, ring of fire, active, core, sill, lava, 

dormant, extinct, eruption, magma, crater, ash.  

Earthquake, after shocks, amplitude, collide, continents, 

core, crust, energy, epicentre, mantle, tectonic plates, 

tremors, velocity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polar ice caps, mountain glacier, waterway, pollution, ocean, 

meander, river banks, lake, flood plain, dam, disaster, 

channel, stream, waterfall, flood, source, mouth, upper 



 List some features of a river's upper course. 

 List some features of a river's middle course.  

 List some features of a river's lower course.  

 Describe how water erodes a riverbank. 

 Describe how deposition changes the shape of a river. 

 List some ways that rivers are used.  

 List some advantages and disadvantages for different 

uses of a river.  

 Describe what a dam is.  

 Give the location of one major dam. 

 Identify the sea a river flows into.  

 Compare the length of rivers.  

 Describe how waterfalls are formed. 

 Identify the disadvantages and risks of building a 

dam. 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries. 

 I can use symbols and a key on a map. 

 I can use the 8 points of a compass. 

 

course, middle course, lower course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compass, directions, north, south, east, west, north east, 

south east, south west, north west.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 – Year 4 Vocabulary Progression 



Objectives/Sticky Knowledge 

 

Locational Knowledge 
 

 I can locate European Countries on a map. 

 I can locate capital cities in Europe. 

 I can identify the position of a country using longitude 

and latitude co-ordinates on a map. 

 Understand the meaning of longitude and latitude. 

 I know how to use co-ordinates to locate countries on 

a map. 

 I can identify the position of the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres.  

 I can identify the significance of the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres.  

 
 

Human and Physical Geography 

 

 I can describe and understand mountains. 

 Use a legend to find areas of higher ground on a map.  

 Explain different ways areas of higher ground are 

shown on a map. 

 Tell you that not all mountains look the same.  

 Identify a valley and the summit, foot and slope of a 

mountain.  

 Draw a mountain range including the key features they 

have identified.  

 Tell you that mountains formed a very long time ago. 

 Describe how tectonic plates move together to create 

fold mountains.  

 

 

UK, Germany, Italy, France, Switzerland, Netherlands, 

Greece, Poland, Austria, Belgium, Sweden, Croatia, Ukraine, 

Norway, Iceland, Czechia, Malta, Romania, Ireland, 

Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Cyprus. Etc. 

Amsterdam, Berlin, Rome, Paris, Prague, Stockholm, Vienna. 

Etc. 

Longitude, latitude, co-ordinates, plot.  

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, equator, 

climate, seasons, population, pollution, industrialization, 

hurricanes, tropical storms, sun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crust, environment, climate, fire mountains, ridges, fold 

mountains, slope, sediment, valley, altitude, mantle, plates, 

appearance, formation, peak, dome mountains, collision, 

fault block mountains, cliff faces, alpine, sonar, summit, 

glacier, landscape, avalanche, oxygen, scree. 

Precipitation, water vapour, cloud, wind, mountains, 

evaporates, solid, rain, river, land, condensation, liquid, 

melt, lake, ocean, run off, gas, freeze, snow, sea. 

 

 

 

 



 Describe what the weather is usually like on a 

mountain.  

 Tell you why people might visit mountains.  

 Describe some of the positive and negative effects of 

tourism on an area. 

 Use the index in an atlas to find mountains.  

 Tell you the country a mountain range is found in.  

 Describe what a hill might look like based on its 

contours.  

 Identify an outcrop, a ridge the tree line and the snow 

line.  

 Describe how fault lines in the Earth’s crust move to 

create mountains.  

 Identify the risks associated with a mountain climate. 

 

 I can describe and understand the water cycle. 

 Describe water in its solid, liquid and gaseous state. 

 List the main events in the water cycle.  

 Explain that changes in temperature cause evaporation 

and condensation.  

 Explain that water has to be cleaned for drinking.  

 List different types of flooding.  

 Explain what causes flooding 

 Describe how flooding affects communities. 

 Explain where the processes of evaporation and 

condensation are involved in the water cycle.  

 Explain that the water cycle keeps going.  

 Use the words condensation and precipitation to 

explain why it rains.  

 Use the words evaporation and condensation to explain 

why clouds form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water cycle, evaporation, transpiration, condensation, 

precipitation, solid, liquid, gas, run off, flooding, state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Explain some of the steps involved in cleaning water.  

 Suggest ways to remove dirt from water.  

 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  

 

 I can observe, measure, record and present the 

rainfall in my area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainfall, down pour, measure, observe, centimetres, 

millimetres, millilitres, litres, compare, predict, evaluate, 

fair test, experiment, local area.  

 

  



Key Stage 2 – Year 5 

Objectives/Sticky Knowledge 
 
 

Locational Knowledge 

 

 I can locate countries in North America. 

 I can locate the countries in South America. 

 I can locate capital cities in North America. 

 I can locate capital cities in South America. 

 

 I can identify the position and significance of tropics 

of cancer and Capricorn. 

 

 

Place Knowledge 

 

 I can compare the UK to a region of North or South 

America. (link to Brazil topic) 

 I can identify the climate in Brazil and compare it to 

the UK. 

 I can identify similarities and differences between 

Brazil and the UK. 

 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

 

 I can describe and understand climate zones 

 I understand that there are different climate zones 

across the world. 

 I can describe the main climate zones. 

Vocabulary Progression 

 

 

 

Behamas, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, El Salvadir, 

Grenaga, Jamaica, Panama. Etc.  

Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Peru, Columbia, Bolivia, Equador, 

Aruba, Paraguay, Guyana, Suriname. Etc.  

Buenos Aires, Sucre, Brasilia, Quito, Georgetown, Lima. Etc. 

Kingston, Basseterre, Castries, Kingstown, etc. 

Tropic of Cancer, latitude, subsolar point , December 

solstice, sun, equator, Equinox, climate. 

 

 

 

 

 

North pole, South pole, equator, climate, temperature, 

Celsius, degrees, hot, cold, warm, autumn, winter, summer, 

spring, seasons, tropical climate, dry climate, temperate 

climate, cold climate, polar climate, altitude, pressure, wind 

patterns, latitude, mountains, oceans. 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate zones, tropical climate, temperate climate, polar 

climate. 

 

 



 I can locate the main climate zones on a map. 

 I can identify different places in each climate zone. 

 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  

 

 I can annotate a map of the local area. 

 I can make field sketches of different scenes, street-

scapes or views that I see 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Key Stage 2 – Year 6 

Objectives/Sticky Knowledge 
 
 

Locational Knowledge 

 

 I can identify the position and significance of the 

Arctic and Arctic Circle. Oak academy  

 I can identify the position of the Arctic circle 

 I can identify the position of the Antarctic circle  

 Know the significance of the Arctic Circle. 

 Know the significance of the Antarctic Circle. 

 Know about Earnest Shackleton, the polar explorer. 

 

 I can identify the position and significance of the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian  

 I can identify the location of the Prime Meridian. 

 I can tell you why one Prime Meridian was needed.  

 I can tell you why the Prime Meridian’s location was 

chosen.  

 I can tell you more about one country on the Prime 

Meridian. 

 I can identify the location of the Greenwich Meridian. 

 

 I can explain the position and significance of time 

zones. 

 I can tell you why day and night occur.  

 I can tell you why we need to have time zones.  

 I can find the local time in another city using time 

differences 

 

Vocabulary Progression 

 

 

 

 

Arctic, Arctic circle, Northern Temperate zone, equator, 

axil tilt, tidal forces, orbit of the moon, Arctic Ocean, 

Scandinavian Peninsula, North Asia, Northern America, 

Greenland, gulf stream, climate, temperatures.  

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern/western hemispheres, prime meridian line, world 

time, mean time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coordinated universal time, mean solar time, international 

date line. 

 

 

 

 

 



Human and Physical Geography 

 

 I can describe and understand biomes and vegetation 

belts. Oak academy  

 I can name the 6 types of biomes. 

 I can locate biomes on a world map. 

 I can compare and contrast biomes. 

 I can identify how animals adapt to suit their 

environment. 

 Explain how I would need to prepare myself to visit a 

biome of my choosing. 

 

 I can describe and understand trade links and the 

distribution of natural resources.  

 I can explain what is meant by trading. 

 I know the different between imports and exports 

and can list some goods. 

 I can name some countries the UK imports 

from/exports to. 

 Understand Fairtrade. 

 Describe the Fairtrade process. 

 I can compare how trade takes place today compared 

to different periods in history. 

 I can list some of the positive and negative effects of 

multinational companies on local trade. 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  

 

 I can use 4 and 6 figure grid references on a map. 

 I can take photographs and record the location and 

 

 

Biomes, vegetation belts, climate, microbiomes. 

Altitudinal land, vegetation, temperature, elevation, 

degrees Celsius, Earth, land, regions, plants, soil, weather 

patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy, Trade, natural resources, economic activity, 

energy, food, minerals, water, distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grid reference numbers, kilometre, metres, plot, locate, 

axis. 

Data, graphs. Etc. 



information I am collecting. 

 

Some general key vocab and definitions for Geographical skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Capital city: the primary city in a country which is usually a focus for a country’s political, economic and cultural activities.  The 

four capital cities of the constituent nations of the UK: Belfast (Northern Ireland), Cardiff (Wales), Edinburgh (Scotland) and 

London (England).  

 Function: the main activities or purpose of a settlement. E.g. residential, industrial, commercial and recreational. 

 Housing types: such as terraced, semi-detached, detached, flats or bungalows.  

 Inner city: an area next to the city centre. Many inner-city areas are characterised by older and often terraced housing, 

although a number have been recently redeveloped with more modern buildings.  

 Land use: the way in which land is used by people. Examples could include housing, industry or green spaces (such as parklands or 

farming).  

 Market: the place where goods are sold.  

 Rural: relating to the countryside.  

 Service industry: work such as retail, administration, education, healthcare or tourism.  

 Settlement pattern: the shape and spacing of settlements, settlements might be linear (such as following the path of a road or 

river), dispersed (such as a number of farms), or nucleated (such as a densely settled village or town). 

 Settlement: a place where people live, which can be categorised into villages, towns and cities.  

 Shopping centres: shopping areas that are characterised by being undercover and having ample parking.  

 Site: the location of where a settlement first started. 

 Situation: the location of a settlement in relation to the surrounding area.  

 Suburb: the residential and commercial development at the edge of a city.  

 Urban: relating to a town or city. - Urbanisation: the increase in the percentage of people living in cities. 
 



 

 

 

 

 


